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SERMON NO. XLIZ. 


A Discourse preached at St. Stephen’s Chapel, on Sunday the 7th of March, by 
the Rev. Mr. Grecory, of the Diocese of New-York, in behalf of the General 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—Published by particular request. 


Deuteronomy, iv. 10. 


Gather me the people together; and I will make them hear my words, that they 
may learn to fear me all the days that they shall iive upon the earth, and that 
they may teach their Children. 


Ir is the language of inspiration, that “ the fear of the Lord is a 
fountain of life,’ and that by it men are prompted “to depart from 
evil,” and are saved from “the snares of death.”’ Indeed, it will be 
found that the foundation of all true religion is the pious and cunscien- 
tious fear of Almighty God. Destroy this fear, and we destroy that 
most powerful promoter of human virtue and human happiness—man’s 
sease of his accountability, and thus we leave nothing to strengthen 
the Christian’s faith, nothing to animate his holy hope, nothing to nou- 
rish his every virtue. But establish this fear, and we at once afford 
hope and comfort to the pious, and also establish that most powerful 
preventative of human vice and human misery—the fear of future pun- 
ishment—a fear which weakens the unbeliever’s worldly confidence, 
withers his delusive hope, and heaps coals of fire on the head of his 
every vice. 

The sun that dispenses heat and light and life to the natural world, 
is probably the most glorious object in nature that man has ever wit- 
nessed, and yet, from long familiarity, we but feebly estimate its value 
or its influence. 

If we were to devise a method by which to bring the greatest possi- 
ble amount of physical ruin upon the greatest possible number of sen- 
sitive beings, we could uot devise one better adapted to our purpose 
than to extinguish, if it were possible, this great luminary.. If we could 
but blot it from the heavens, the inevitable consequence would be to 
involve the whole world in physical ruin and wretchedness. 

But the sun is no more to the natural, thau the fear of God is to the 
moral world, fer the fear of God and the practical belief of his exis- 
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tence are inseparably connected, and therefore, so far as their influence 
upon man is concerned, they may be regarded as one and the same. 

_ If then, we were to devise a method by which to involve the world 
in the greatest possible moral wretchedness, we could not devise one 
better adapted to our purpose, than to eradicate and totally destroy all 
fear of a Divine Being—all practical regard for an Almighty Ruler and 
moral Governor of the Universe. Man’s most malignant enemy could 
not wish for more than this. All human law, with no sanctions bu; 
temporal pain, would be a feeble restraint upon the wicked. The 
passions and propensities of a sinful nature, would have nothing to 
check them in the bud; but, springing forth into rank maturity, they 
would render the habitations of man, the habitations of cruelty, of bit- 
terness and of woe, ‘The sword would be without, and terror within ; 
the heaven above would be brass, and the earth beneath iron ; no 
prayers would be offered up to the Father of mercies; no angel of 
peace would stand by the pillow of death, but they who fell into the 
grave, would sink without hope and without comfort. 

If so much is depending on the pious and reverential fear of Almigh- 
ty God, they who inculcate and promote this fear contribute, in the 
most direct, in the most powerful manner, to the welfare and happi- 
ness of man—a welfare that looks beyond the grave—a happiness that 
shall never end. 

Various are the ways in which the fear of God may be inculcated, 
and many are the plans devised by piety and benevolence, to effect a 
compliance with the divine command—* Gather me the people toge- 
ther, andI will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear 
me all the days that they shall live upon the earth.” From this passage, 
it is evident, that at least, one means of promoting God’s holy fear is 
an acquaintance with his word—that word which ts “ quick and pow- 
erful, and sharper than any two- edged sword,” which is “like as a fire, 
and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces” —that word which 
God has declared shall not go forth out of his mouth, and return unto 
him void, but shall accomplish the thing whereto he sends it. It is 
this word of God, declaring the good news, or gospel of Christ which 
“is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth,” and 
all the ages that have gone by bear testimony to the energy of divine 


truth, to this effect. 
It is true, that much of the greatness and power of the Almighty, 


mre be known from the wonders which they have produced in creating 
and sustaining the universe around us, but holy scripture, by recount- 
ing particular instances of the exercise of Divine Power in the awful 
punishment of the wicked, and the encouraging reward of the righte- 
ous ; by declaring the justice of God in the condemnation of the impe- 
nitent, and His unspeakable goodhess in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, gives us the strongest reasons, and the most 
werful motives to “ fear the Lord our God for our good always.” 
By “the fear of God” is not meant the slavish, servile dread of a 
cruel and vindictive being, but such a filial, pious fear as is due from 4 
weak, erring, and dependent creature to an Almighty, unerring, 40 
independent Creator—the fear of a repenting and returning child to 8 
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forgiving and tender Father—the fear of offending against the unbound- 
ed love which provided a ransom for the ruined soul—the fear of 
slighting or neglecting that Saviour who shed bis precious blood for 
our redemption ; in a word, the fear of separation from all that is holy 
and blessed and heavenly in the enjoyment of God’s favour, in the love 
of the Saviour, and in the Comiounion of the Holy Spirit. The prin- 
ciples of such a fear can never be debasing, and the duties which it 
inculcates, are those that give the highest polish, and the noblest dig- 
nity to the human character. Nappy, thrice happy, then, are they 
who live in the fear of Ged, and happiest they who earliest begin to 
fear him. 

From the text, it appears that men are bound not only to acquaint 
themselves with the “* words” of God in order to cherish His holy fear, 
but also to “teach their children,” and this duty, thus plainly enjoined 
by Scripture—the duty of imparting religious instruction to the young, 
will generally be performed just in proportion as individuals have been 
profited by hearing God’s word, and are influenced by His fear. But 
omitting a particular consideration of the duty, (which the time will 
not allow,) let us go on to mention some of the methods of imparting 
religious instruction to the young. 

1. In the first place, this instruetrion may be private or parental, and 
as such may be imparted in the family, in the nursery, and amidst the 
business and occupations of private life. For the most part it is infor- 
mal, it is incidental, it is constant, and all these circumstances render 
it peculiarly valuable. The watchful and anxious guardians of the 
infant mind will regard the passing and interesting objects of nature, 
the every-day events of Divine Providence, and, by a pious and unaf- 
fected application, draw from them impressive lessons which will never 
be forgotten. In this way they work at favourable moments. The 
mingle religion and the enforcement of religious principles with the 
pains and pleasures, the business and amusements of youthful existence, 
and thus, besides exhibiting those principles in a light of all others, the 
most amiable and lovely, this method of instruction interweaves them 
so intimately with the very faculties of the soul itself, that, under all 
ordinary circumstances, the dew of God’s blessing will bring them to 
such strength and maturity, that the temptations of the world, the flesh 
and the devil shall never be able to root them out. 

2. A second method of teaching the young, by public catecbetical 
instruction, is the stated and regular work of the public teachers of reli- 
gion. Itis a part of their office by virtue of Christ’s general com- 
mand, to teach all nations, and by virtue of his particular precepts to 
suffer little children to come unto him, and to act the part of Christian 
pastors towards the lambs of his flock. ‘The importance and advan- 
tages of this duty need not now be dwelt upon. They are great be- 
yond expression, and the stewards of God’s holy mysteries, neglecting 
this part of their charge, must give up their account with grief and 
accumulated guilt. 

3. As athird method of imparting religious instruction to the young, 
and one which, in some measure partakes of the nature of the two 
former, we may notice the institution of Sunday Schools. Its distin- 
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guishing advantage is, that while it does not interfere with, nor excuse 
the duty, either of private and parental, or of public and ministerial 
instruction, it aids both, and thus increases the amount of moral means 
which are employed to promote the temporal and eternal welfare of 
the young. 

The Sunday School exerts its labours for the benefit of the Children 
of all classes and conditions, the rich as well as the poor, the learned as 
weil as the ignorant ; for Children, though rich in wealth may be poor 
in piety ; and though learned in the wisdom of the world, may be ig- 
norant in the wisdom of God. Although the first elements of human 
learning are, as a necessary work of charity, sometimes taught in 
the Sunday School, this is not its chief object. That should ever 
be the imparting of moral and religious instruction. In addition 
to this, Children are practically taught a reverence for God’s holy 
day, and are led to take a delight in its holy services. ‘They have 
an opportunity of social worship, and of receiving social instruc- 
tion asa little community of themselves; and, since Children, as 
social beings, are affected in the same manner as adults, the same 
reasons that are urged for the weekly assembly of the great con- 
gregation, for worship and instruction, in the House of God, may be 
urged forthe assembly of Children, for the same purposes, in the Sun- 
day School. 

This benevolent institution has also an additional claim to our sup- 
port, because, guided (as it ever should be where it is possible ) by the 
public Ministers of God, it not only aids pious parents in giving their 
Children religious instruction, but interposes likewise for the benefit 
of two other large classes of Children. 

1. The first embraces those whose pious education is either partially, 
or wholly neglected by their professedly pious parents. That there is 
such a class, aud that not a small one, is evident from the humiliating 
fact, that many of those who were baptized in infancy, when they 
come to a proper age, do either neglect. or wilfully and wickedly 
thrust from them the blessed privileges to which they would be entitled 
as members of Christ’s Church. Whence is this, unless from the 
neglect of early, careful, pious instruction? It is true, that, though 
man plant, though man may water, it is God who gives the increase ; 
but will God give an increase, if man neglect to plant, if man neglect 
to water ? 

2. The second, and much more numerous class includes those, 
whose parents are either indifferent to religion, or openly wicked and 
profane. As a natural consequence, their Children grow up in habits 
of irreligion and vice, in ignorance of God’s holy will and command- 
ments, exposed to the devouring pestilence of sin, and the contagion 
of moral death. But, thanks be to our Heavenly Father, thousands 
have been saved from this pestilence, and rescued from this death, by 
God’s blessing on the labours of the Sunday Schcol. These labours 
have marked a new era in the progress of Christian philanthrophy. 
They have made a loud and imploring call upon the self-denial of the 
benevolent and the pious, and, in many instances, promptly has that 
eall been answered. Christian charity has answered it. With the 
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tear of sympathy on her cheek, the spirit of the Saviour in her heart, 
and the words of God on her tongue, she has gone forth, and gathered 
together the little group of neglected Children ; she has brought them 
to the House of God, to the Sunday School; she has told them of that 
Saviour who took up little Children in his arms, aud blessed them,— 
who died on the cross, that he might save them ; she has trained them 
in the way they should go, and their last aspirations to heaven, at the 
close of a godly life, have been the aspirations of thankfulness to God, 
for their benefactors in the Sunday School. 

In being advocates for the cause of Sunday Schools, we are but ad- 
yocates for a cause which, under various modifications, has excited the 
lively interest of the pious, in all ages. ‘ ‘The early Christians took 
all possible care to accustom their Children to the study of the Scrip- 
tures, and to instruct them in the doctrines of their holy religion ; and 
Schools were every where erected for this purpose, even from the very 
commencement of the Christian Church.’’* 

It has sometimes been objected to these Schools of the present day, 
that, by employing those who are not, in every case, qualified by age 
and experience to act as independent teachers, abuses are likely to be 
frequent, pride will be nourished, and neither teacher nor scholar will 
be benefited. And this objection would have force, if the important 
work of Sunday School instruction were left to the unguided, and un- 
guarded efforts of the young and inexperienced. But the principles 
upon which Sunday Schools are established by the General Union of 
the Episcopal Church, disarms this objection of its force. The path 
of our Sunday School Teachers is marked out, their work is prescrib- 
ed, and they are guided in all important points, by appointed formu- 
laries of instruction. 

This answer to the objection leads us directly to the claims of the 
General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, since one of its 
objects is to furnish a supply of these formularies of instruction. 

It is now upwards of three years and a half since the organization 
of this institution. At its head are the venerable Bishops of our 
Church ; the efforts and approbation of pious and zealous Clergy and 
Laymen, have enabled it to number upwards of two hundred auxilia- 
ry Schools and Societies; and every Lord’s day witnesses the delight- 
ful scene of thousands of Children gathering around their Teachers 
to be instructed in the fear of God, and in the knowledge of their 
Saviour. 

One of the leading objects of the Union is to combine the wisdom 
and experience of Episcopalians, so far as relates to the most useful 
methods of imparting to the young religious knowledge, to provide a 
uniform system of instruction, and by a concentration of effort, to 
give efficiency to those exertions which were feeble, because solitary. 
Another of its important objects is, to effect a union of the resources 
of Episcopalians, for the purpose of affording a cheap, a full, and a 
constant supply of the books that are needed for Sunday School Libra- 
ries, and Sunday School instruction. The rapid increase of Sunday 
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Schools, and of the demand for books has far outstripped the means 
of the parent Institution to furnish them; and even now, with greater 
facilities of publication than have ever before been enjoyed, this blessed 
charity, is in many cases languishing for the want of that aid which is 
implored in vain. 

My Brethren, as Christians, as citizens, as those on whom, under 
God, is depending, in a great measure, the temporal and eternal wel- 
fare of the rising generation, our privileges and our responsibilities are 
unspeakably great. Are there any who do not feel the glow of paren- 
tal happiness, when they hear the accents of filial piety and affection 
from theirs own Children? Are there any who do not feel the warmest 
emotions of gratitude to God, for their blessings as citizens of a free, 
and a happy, because a Christian country?- Are there any who have 
“tasted the good word of God,”’ who do not rejoice in the blessed 
hope of everlasting life? But, the enjoyment of this happiness, the 
sense of this gratitude, the comfort of this blessed hope are our privi- 
leges. On the other hand, how few are there who, with proper interest, 
regard constantly and practically their duty towards that large portion 
of the community which has just passed the threshold of existence, 
and is demanding instruction, upon their eternal destinies, with all 
the eloquence that can be addressed by helpless nature to our hopes, 
our fears, and our affections. Very many Children, who have been 
made members of Christ by baptism, are left without the instruction 
imparted in the Sunday School; and multitudes, by the example of 
careless and profligate parents, are learning rapid lessons of vice, of 
irreligion and of sin. And by whom are these multitudes to be reclaim- 
ed? Who, under God, are to be the instruments of making them in 
their turn Christian Parents, useful citizens and pious men? Oh let 
every parent, every citizen, every Christian consider seriously these 
important questions, and then let them determine how great are their 
responsibilities, 

It is the deelaration of God’s word, that much will be required of 
those to whom much is given. If, then, we linger in hesitation, or 
in carelessness, when the field of duty and of usefulness is open wide 
before us, can we expect less than the merited rebuke of that Saviour 
who said, “ suffer the little Children to come unto me.’”’ Do we suffer 
little Children to go to their Saviour? Do we lead them to Him in 
baptism, and thus place them in covenant with God? And “ as soon 
as they are able to learn,”’ do we teach them “ what a solemn vow, 
promise, and profession” has been made for them, and endeavour to 
instruct them in “all those things which a Christian ought to know 
and believe to his soul’s health,” in order that they may themselves 
assume their baptismal vows in Confirmation, and be suffered to go 
still nearer to their Saviour, by partaking of his most precious body 
and blood ? 

It was the character of that Saviour, that his acts of benevolence 
were not few and ioterrupted, for he constantly went about doing good. 
if we have not imbibed his spirit, where is the evidence of our love 
to Him—to Him who, “ when he was rich, became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich? Can we be negligent in our efforts, 
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that little Children may be taught the love of such a Saviour, and may 
learn to follow the benevolence and humility of his holy lie? Can 
we, as his disciples and followers, sit still and see languish an institu- 
tion, whose principles and objects breathe such a spirit of self-denial 
and Christian charity, as that of the Sunday School? Can we, as mem- 
bers and friends of an apostolic branch of the Christian Church, ne- 
glect the opportunity of aiding and encouraging those who would ga- 
ther together the assemblies of little Children, that they may hear the 
words of God, that they may learn to fear Him all the days that they 
shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their Children ? 

By aiding the institution, whose claims have been presented, we 
may humbly hope that we are helping to promote and inculcate the 
pious and holy fear of Almighty God, and thus, to lay that founda- 
tion on which is built up, enduring human happiness. We help to 
carry substantial blessings, and “joys that never die” to those hearts 
and those homes which, frequently, have little else to cheer them. 
Surely if there be any charity which deserves the support of all who 
are friendly to the best interests of the soul, it is that which has for its 
object, to save the young from vice and from ruin, and to train them 
for heaven. Oh may your hearts and your hands, my brethren, be found 
ardently and actively engaged in this good work, for remember, that 
“ God will well approve, 


*“ Wien Children learn to praise His name, 
“ And their Creator love.” 
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At the conclusion of his Discourse, from Phil. i. 21. preached February 19th, in aid 
of St. Stephen’s Chapel, the Rev. Mr. Huen Smirn adverted to that interest- 
ing charity, in the remarks which follow. It affords us great p!easure to be 
able to lay them before our readers, the author having kindly consented, by 
particular request, to furnish them. 


“ Brethren! There is now presented to you an opportunity of ex- 
emplifying that active interest in the cause of Christ, that tender con- 
cern for the souls of men, which are recognized by the text. Called 
upon unexpectedly, to address you on this occasion, I shall insult you 
by no apologies based upon hasty preparation; for I would blush for 
that servant of the sanctuary, who could not, almost on the spur of 
the moment, plead a cause, in which the heart has so large a share, 
and which so eloquently pleads for itself. The existing necessity for 
this biessed charity, moved you to its institution ; its visible and power- 
ful moral influence, urges upon you, its liberal support. It is before 
you—it is all your own—it is connected with the moral character and 
the social prosperity, of this city of your inheritance—it will have an 
important bearing upon the happiness of yourselves, of your Children, 
and of your Children’s Children; and therefore, you must, and you 
will support it. 
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“‘[ would take up no reproach. I would breathe not a whisper, 
against those more enlarged charities, which would convert the Hea- 
then unto Christ, and bring “ the uttermost parts of the earth,” unto 
his “* possession.” ‘Those charities are of God; and from the heart, 
we “bid them God speed.” ‘They are the blessing and the glory of our 
age. Still let them go or, “ conquering and to conquer.” Let “ Ta- 
bor and Hermon rejoice,” in the gentle dews of gospel grace. Let 
scattered Israel ‘* be gathered,” and ‘“ the fulness of the Gentiles be 
broughtin.”” Let the ‘“‘wilderness, be made to blossom as the rose,” and 
the distant ‘ Isles of the sea,” be gladdened by the tidings of salvation, 
But leave not, Oh leave not, practical Heathens at home, in the very 
midst of you. Let notarraigned souls, lift up their voice against you, at 
the judgment seat of God, pleading in extenuation of their doom, that 
although Christ was preached in this their city, and as it were in these 
their streets, still he was not preached to them ; that although they 
gaw others “eating and drinking” sacramentally in his name, stil] 
none ministered to them “ the bread of life,” and “ the cup of blessing.” 
But I must check myself. ‘The very place in which I stand, and the 
cause which I advocate, remind me, that in addressing you, it is need- 
less to enter upon the general merits of the question ; since you already 
accord partially at least, with your Master’s views, in regard to the 
spiritual claims of the poor. When He stated the tokens of Messiah- 
ship, He said, ‘to the poor the gospel is preached ;” and you, my 
brethren, have felt it to be among the legitimate proofs of your disci- 
pleship to him, that among you, and through your means, to the 
poor, the Gospel should be preached.” Too long has it been a deserv- 
ed stigma upon Christendom, and especially upon our own Commu- 
nion, that spiritual provision for this large and morally interesting 
class, has not been made. For their bodi/y wants, we have felt and 
provided. ‘There have been garments for the shivering—and food for 
the hungry—and asylums for the orphans—and shelters for the house- 
less—and dispensatories for the sick—but for their souls, we have been 
all too improvident ; for their training for Heaven, what! what have we 
done? Splendid Temples to the Most High, have had their broad 
foundation on the earth, and pointed their spires toward Heaven, and 
opened their ample doors to the Children of fortune. Wealth has 
given of its abundance for their erection, and art lent its aid for their 
decoration. But these Houses of Prayer and of God, rich in costly 
array, were not for the poor. To these, if they came, it was said, 
* stand thou there” while to others “‘ in goodly apparel,” it was said, 
** sit thou here in a good place.” They “ had not wherewithal to pay” 
for admission to the sanctuary and its privileges: nay, there was not 
room enough to receive them! Such, my brethren, has been but too 

nerally the case, through our extended, free, and favoured land. 
And what has been the result? The poor have felt that the law of 
exclusion had gone forth against them; that in our Zion, they had “ no 

ight nor memorial”—that they were outcasts from our temples aud 
altars. Under this mortifying, goading, conviction, they have too gene- 
rally forsaken institutions which they revered, to find an asylum among 
those, who, if less gifted with intellect and with wealth, had more o! 
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the sympathies of men, and the fellowship of Christians. To you, 
brethren, it was given, to be the first to wipe away this reproach from 
our extended borders. You have set a noble example to the Church, 
to the Christian public, to our whole country; an example, which I 
trust in God, will not be lost. We ask you now, to give it full effici- 


ency. Present your interesting and happy experiment, in the light of 


complete success. Suffer not such an institution to labour under dis- 
couraging embarrassments. Having done much, do more. Relieve 
it from pressure—let it want for nothing. Lead hither the feet of the 
poor wanderers—and here, let the feeble knees be strengthened, as they 
bend in prayer. Fill this house with those, who, if poor in this world’s 
goods, may here be made “ rich in faith, heirs of the kingdom.” And 
when it is filled to the full, then provide ye another fold ; gather toge- 
ther another flock—eall in another shepherd; and thus, practically 
fulfil the touching injunction of the great Shepherd, “ feed my Sheep, 
feed my Lambs.’”’ Others will catch the flame of your disinterested 
zeal—and in all our cities and through all our land, it shall yet be 
found that ‘‘ to the poor, the Gospel can be preached.” 

***Freely ye have received,’ Oh how freely! Many of you have com- 
petence—others wealth, and ‘ the power to get wealth”’—civil institu- 
tions well ordered and stable—spiritual privileges, rich, varied. unfail- 
ing—‘ freely (then) give!”—it is your Lord’s injunction! ‘“ Freely 
give” that blessed Gospel, which teaches the poor man to be content 
with his poverty—meek and quiet in his station, moral and pious in his 
habits; which makes him a useful, though humble citizen of the State, 


and a rejoicing “ fellow-citizen with the Saints, of the household of 


God.” His lot, atthe best, is an iron lot, sofien it with the influences 
of Heaven. Give him that which shall smooth his rugged path, 
lighten his toils, sanctify him in life, comfort him in death, and save 
him from “ the second death.” 

‘“* When the ear heard me, (said one of old) then it blessed me ; and 
when the eye saw me, it gave witness tome. The blessing of him that 
was ready to perish came upon me; and I caused the widow’s heart 
to sing forjoy.” Such a testimony, brethren, is beyond all price— 
such a return cheaply purchased by any sum. Make it your own. 
There will be luxury, luxury beyond expression, in the thought, that 
the poor man remembers you, and blesses you, when he here addres- 
ses himself to the equal “* God and Father of all’’—when he here lis- 
teus to the word of life, distilling as the dew—when his soul feasts 
itself at the altar—when his overflowing heart pours out the fulness of its 
feelings in the bosom of his family; and when he kneels with them around 
the domestic altar, supplicating their Father in Heaven, to “ reward 
all who have done them good.” But why speak [of men? Let me 
point you to the Saviour “and the Judge of men? To all, who in his 
name, and for his sake, have been miudful of his brethren in the world, 
his voice of mercy shall declare in the courts of Heaven, “ Inasmuch 
as ye have done it, unto the least of these, my brethren, ye have done 
itunto me.” In the spirit then of devotedness to him, and of charity 
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to men, cast ye liberally into the poor man’s spiritual treasury, and 
“ verily, ye shall in no wise lose your reward.” 

‘“* Brethren, I have done. To your own hearts, and to the prompt- 
ings of your God, I leave the rest.” , 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A LETTER TO ONE WHO MEDITATES LEAVING THE PROTESTAN! 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


A sincere regard for your welfare, I mean your spiritual welfare is 
my chief motive for addressing to you these lines. 

Toa heathen who had become acquainted with the gospel, the ques- 
tion would very naturally present itself which Church is most nearly 
conformed to the Scriptural standard. But such a man would be, very 
probably, much influenced by the circumstances under which he became 
acquainted with the gospel. He would attach himself to the Church 
to which the Missionary by whom, under God, he was converted, be- 
longed. 1 do not say he ought to do so. On the contrary, the ques- 
tion what Church shall I join, is one which every man ought to settle 
for himself, by the light of Scripture, and the direction of God’s holy 
spirit, diligently sought for in humble and fervent prayer, of course 
not declining such assistance for the understanding of the Scriptures, 
as the light of antiquity and human wisdom afford. But I do say, 
that there is some excuse for a heathen attaching, perhaps too much 
importance to the opinions of the person by whom he had been brought 
to the knowledge of the Gospel, and who had, with many tears and 
prayers, persuaded him to come to Christ. Such a man might think 
that Providence, by the circumstances of his conversion, seemed to 
invite him to join one particular denomination of Christians, rather 
than another. But let us suppose that, in due season, by prayerful 
study of the holy Scriptures; by consulting, on controverted points, 
the apostolic fathers who are good witnesses as to the customs which 
existed in the Church in the days of the Apostles ; and by weighing 
the opinions of wise and holy men whom God in all ages has used as 
instruments of enlightening their less experienced fellow men, his re- 
ligious knowledge becomes both corrected and enlarged. Perhaps he 
begins to doubt whether the Church of which he is a member is sound. 
Of course this doubt will distress him. But it has arisen, and in the 
fear of God he must search into the matier. He will proceed with great 
deliberation. A case is now before him, second only in importance 
to that case which was before him when he resolved to own the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Master. Indeed, it is the same case, for if Christ 
be his master, he must follow him whithersoever he leadeth. It is a 
very anxious period of hislife. If after strict examination of the points, 
respecting which he fears his Church is in error, deep reflection, and 
earnest prayer for divine direction, he comes to the conclusion that the 
Church is in error, what should be his next step? Evidently, to search 
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for a Church in which there are no errors, or such as are less impor- 
tant, and to jointhat. This was the course which some persons took 
soon after the reformation. They, or their fathers had been brought 
from heathenism into the Roman Catholic Church. They conceived 
this Church to be in error. But they did not leave it, and return to the 
world. They sought for a Church, in which there were no errors, or 
less important ones. ‘They passed by the Church of Geneva, chiefly 
because of her defective government. ‘They united with the Church 
of England. If they had been asked at the first dawn of the reforma- 
mation, why do you continue in a corrupt Church, they would have 
replied: it is a serious matter to leave a Church, in which we were 
educated, or have long been, and we will not act without strict investi- 
tion, and much prayer. 

If they were again asked, now that you acknowledge the Church to 
be in error, having patiently considered the matter, why do you linger, 
and not come out from her at once. ‘They would have replied, we do 
not believe, though her errors are grievous, that she has forfeited her 
character as a Church. And, perhaps, we may yet see her abuses cor- 
rected—we may be the happy instruments of bringing about this result. 
When her reformation appeared hopeless, they did come out, not to 
join the world, not to join a society, whose constitution as a Christian 
Church, (they not having the Ministry derived by succession from the 
Apostles) might well be questioned, but to join a Church, which re- 
tained the Ministry in its three orders, and was relieved from those 
doctrinal errors, and unauthorized customs in worship, which prevail- 
ed in the Roman Church. If they had been asked, why did you sepa- 
rate from the Roman Communion, they would not have replied, be- 
cause her Ministers are worldly ; her members careless or worse ; be- 
cause they have been unkind to us, their Christian brethren, in thought, 
or word, or deed ; but they would have pointed to some arbitrary fea- 
ture in the government of the Chureh, as for instance, vesting the 
Pope with universal authority ; to some doctrine, as for instance, that 
of transubstantiation; or to some regulation, as for instance, the wor- 
ship of Saints and Images. They would have laid their hand on some 
opinion held not by am individual, or any number of individuals, but 
by the Church set down in her books, and enjoined by her authority, 
Here, and here, and here, they would have said, are the causes of our 
separation. 

Now let me suppose some Episcopalian meditating a separation 
from the Church of his fathers, his vows, and hi? past affections. 
Does it not become him seriously to search into his motives? Is not 
the course pursued by the founders of the Church of England, (here 
admitting for a moment that the Church of England had not a sepa- 
rate existence, until the age of the reformation, although there is much 
evidence in favour of the opinion, that she had a being before the date 
of Popery) the course which the enlightened and pious mind must prefer? 
Such an Episcopalian, I repeat it, ought to proceed slowly in so weigh- 
ty a matter. Easy is it to wander, but to return is not so easy. He 
must have a strong and abiding } conviction which, after study of the 
%criptures, conversation with enlightened Christians, and earnest 
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prayer to Gail, he cannot dismiss, that the Church is in error—that some 
act of the Church, some article of her faith, or some custom ordained by 
her, is not consistent with Scripture. He must moreover be satisfied, 
that no efforts on his part can induce the Church to correct the e€rrors, 
(as he conceives them to be) which she holds, and therefore, he must, 
at least, make some endeavours, according to his ability, to produce 
this amendment in the Church. He must be satisfied that the Church 
he is about to join, holds no errors, or none so important as those held 
by the Church which he leaves, for otherwise to be consistent, he must 
leave the Church altogether, and return to the world. It is his duty to 
belong to some Church, and if he cannot find one entirely free from 
error, he ought to join the one, which comes nearest to the Scriptural 
standard. He is not to blame for remaining in the Church which holds 
the fewest errors, provided he protests against those errors, and does 
all he can to have them corrected. ‘They who remained in the Roman 
Church, and struggled to have her errors corrected, until all hope of 
success was gone, were not answerable for those errors. The only 
good reason, the only reason which will stand the scrutiny of an unerr- 
ing tribunal, for a man’s exchanging one Church for another, is that 
the Church he is entering is more nearly conformed to the Scriptural 
standard. It will not do for him to say, that the Ministers and mem- 
bers of the Church he is about to leave are not godly, for if so there is 
more reason for him to remain among them, and endeavour to reform 
them. A more godly society has less occasion for his services and 
prayers. It will not do for him to say, the Ministers do not preach the 
Gospel, for if so, he must know the Gospel, (for otherwise how can 
he know that they do not preach it,) and therefore cannot need to be 
instructed by them. It must, indeed, be an affliction to him, that his 
Ministers do not preach the Gospel, but an affliction to the Church 
is not a cause for leaving it, but rather a cause for remaining in it, to 
endeavour to have her affliction removed, or at least to sympathize 
with his brother members, under the greatest of evils, an unfaithful 
Ministry. 

It will not do to say, ‘that the preacher does not excite his pious af- 
fections as he wishes, for if this was a good reason for leaving a Church, 
then a man might with propriety change his Church, whenever it hap- 
pened to have a preacher who did not suit his taste. In this case, a 
man need not inquire which Church comes nearest to Scripture, but 
which Church has the best preacher, or the one that he likes best. 

It will not dobay, that the members of his Church have treated him 
unkindly, for the Church is not answerable for the faults of its mem- 
bers, and surely ought not to be punished, by the loss of a member, 
on account of circumstances with which she has had nothing todo. 

It will not do to say, that his Church does not want his services, for 
she needs the services of all her members, but if this were a good 
reason for leaving a Church, then a man would have to inquire not for 
a true Church, but for the one which has fewest members, which needs 
his services more than any other. 

It is not necessary to examine any other reasons which a person 
might give for taking so important a step, as that of separating him- 
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self from his Church, for as before remarked, there is only one reason, 
which is admissible, viz. the deliberate solemn conviction that the 
Church he is going to enter is most free from error. 

Professing great admiration for his talents, and without presuming 
to question his sincerity, I will take occasion to add, that Wesley in 
separating himself from the Church of England, committed a great 
error of judgment, to say the least, and it is truly remarkable, consider- 
ing the discriminating power which he so often displayed in rela- 
tion to other matters. 

He believed the Church orthodox, but its members too worldly. He 
set out on the principle of endeavouring to produce a reformation in 
the lives of the members.of the Church, not of its polity, its articles, or 
its form of worship. Candour requires me to admit that in this object, 
he succeeded to a remarkable extent. Oh that he had persevered, as 
did his brother Charles, in the same course to the end of his days! 
But whether it was that his judgment became enfeebled by old age, or 
that temptations presented themselves which he could not resist, he 
came to the resolution of founding a new Church. 

Did he discover that the Church, of which he had been a Minister 
for perhaps half a century, was unsound in any of her principles ? 
He does not say so, and if such was the case, he ought at least to have 
attempted her recovery to a purer faith. He gives no other reason 
than this, that the sheep in the wilderness of America needed shep- 
perds, as if they could not be had from the Church of England, as 
they previously had been. He did not allege the only good reason, 
viz. his solemn conviction that his Church was purer in its principles 
than the Church of England. If he thought so, he does not say so. 
He gives another reason, the one quoted above, a reason which his 
own brother, with all his partialities as having been engaged in a com- 
mon cause, pronounced to be unworthy of him, and attributable to 
his judgment having failed him in the decline of life. The case of 
Wesley ought to be a warning to all those who from any causes are 
inclined to leave the Protestant Episcopal Church. Let them beware 
that they do not yield to influences which cannot stand the test of sound 
judgment. There is only one reason for a separation from the Church 
you belong to, which can gain the approbation of an enlightened con- 
science, and of the great judge. It is, to repeat it once more, a con- 
viction not to be overcome, a conviction not shaken after long delibe- 
ration, diligent investigation, and repeated earnest prayer, that this 
Church is less pure in her principles than another Church. Can you, 
as in the divine presence, say such is your conviction ? 

HOMER 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
“THE LENT CUSTOM.” 


There is a foundation in human nature for associating events with 
the days of their occurrence. ‘The anniversary of a birth, or a mar- 
riage has been the occasion of a joyful commemoration in all ages and 
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in every country among civilized people. If the Christian should, jy 
some way celebrate the anniversary of his Baptism, or that of his child 
of his Confirmation, or of his first Communion we think his heart 
would be both improved and gratified. 

It is good for man to be afflicted, and it is as natural, and would be 
as improving to set apart certain days for the indulgence of penitentia| 
sorrow, as it is to have such seasons for cultivating social affection, 
and pious gratitude. We are told of an eminent moralist, that the 
anniversary of his mother’s death was always noticed by his retirement, 
to occupy himself, there is no doubt, in serious reflection more parti- 
cularly on death, and in communion with his maker. When, in the 
revolution of the Seasons, that day recurred, on which our Lord bled 
and died, we may be sure, that the disciples were peculiarly affected, 
The cause of his death, the distressing circumstances of it, the conse- 
quences to grow out of it, in which every human being is concerned, 
rushed upon their memory, and it would have been impossible for 
them to mingle in the cares and occupations of the world. We find, 
therefore, that at a very early period, Good-Friday, and, indeed, many 
days preceeding it, were observed by the Christian Community, as a 
season of retirement for religious purposes. At this season they seem- 
ed called upon, in a more particular manner, to meditate on their sin- 
fulness, on their redemption by Jesus Christ, and on their obligation, 
ah how little felt by the best of mortals, to work out their‘salvation. A 
custom thus suggested by the heart, could not but be approved by the 
nnderstanding. The divine wisdom instructing us to observe a weekly 
Sabbath, sanctions the principle that we should have stated times 
for attending to our religious duties. The importance of order, 
so that each concern should have its allotted time, is duly appre- 
ciated by the men of the world, and they who recognize that a part 
of their time is due to the welfare of the soul, will not be satisfied 
with giving merely the time which can be occasionally spared from 
temporal pursuits, but will have of course their fixed hours and 
days also for self-examination, holy reading, prayer, and in short pre- 
paration for eternity. This is the principle of the Lent Institution. 
it comes to us recommended by the example of martyrs and of the 
whole Church in its purest days. It finds an advocate in our affec- 
tion for the Redeemer who, as at this time passed through the scenes 
of Gethsemane and Calvary. It is strongly recommended by the con- 
sideration, that its proper employments, religious reflection, humilia- 
tion and prayer in public and private, all important to our soul’s 
health, if not attended to at some stated period of the year, will most 
probally be postponed from day to day, or if not utterly neglected very 
insufficiently performed. It is a great advantage of this pious custom, 
that it saves the religiously disposed from much interruption, to which 
they would be otherwise exposed, for it is or ought to be generally 
understood, that at this season their time is in a great degree pre-en- 
gaged, that they prefer to have much of that business in which they 
and others are mutually concerned, deferred to a more convenient 
season, and to exchange less frequently, at least, those visits which 
courtesy claims at other seasons. Is it asking too much to he mode- 
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rate in temporal pursuits fand pleasures for a few weeks in the long 
ear? Are the interests of the soul of too little importance to take 
precedence of those of the body at any time, or are six weeks too long 
3 time to give to God and Heaven? Great would be the advantages to 
the community and to the individuals more immediately concerned, of 
a faithful observance of the Lent Institution. The cause of Christian 
knowledge would be greatly promoted by it. Men would be made to 
feel, as well those who kept Lent, as those who merely witnessed others 
doing so, that “ one thing is needful,” that we have something else to 
do here, besides providing for the support and gratification of the 
perishing body. A faithful self-examination would not only quicken 
our piety but our charity also, and prove the occasion of moderating if 
not extinguishing enmity, of reconciling friends, and of restitution and 
satisfaction for all injuries and wrongs done to our fellow men. As 
the effectual fervent prayer of one righteous man availedi much, how 
reasonable is it to expect a special blessing on the Church and the 
community, from the united, repeated, and peculiarly earnest prayers 
which the Lent Custom recommends and encourages. We knew 
Disciples of Christ departed, as we firmly believe, to glory, we know 
living disciples, who adorn in all things the religion they profess, and 
are as burning and shining lights in the world, who haye given to this 
custom the sanction not only of duly observing it, but of their testi- 
mony that they have found it self-satisfying and most prdfitable. hey 
have been grieved that many good Christians have not availed themselves 
of such a means of advancement in the religious life. But especialy 
have they been grieved when members of their own Church, bound to 
respect the ecclesiastical authority under wl%ch they have chosen to be, 
venerating ds they say the wisdom of that Church, are seen to slight 
this custom, by which her wisdom is especially exemplified, and 
indeed, not only refuse to observe it, but bring reproach upon it, by 
their inconsistency, by their being foremost in profaning it. Let us 
suppose the case that Lent was one of those customs which merely 
served to distinguish the Disciples of Christ—to declare to the world 
that they had come out from it, and were now of that Society which is 
seeking another country even an heavenly, even in this view of it, T 
would net be in favour of abolishing it. I would respect it for its anti- 
quity, and would find a satisfaction in imitating the first Disciples, in 
walking in the steps of those martrys and others who through faith and 
patience have inherited the promises. But if the Church, to which I 
profess allegiance, not only approves this Lent Custom, but enjoins it, 
I am bound to conform to it, unless I conscientiously believe that it is 
forbidden by Holy Scripture. The Church has a claim on my obedi- 
euce, in all those cases, in which her voice is consistent with Scrip- 
ture. But there is no occasion to insist on this view of the subject. 
The obvious utility of this custom, reasoning on well established prin- 
ciples, aud the experience of millions of Christians, aré a sufficient 
recommendation of it. Neglagt of.it, on the part of a member of our 
Chureh, to say the least, implies & ee re carelessuess as to his 
spiritual safety and improvement. ? But I have not words to express 
the sentiment of disrespect, I had almost said indignation, which rises 














112 On the Holy Scriptores. [Apri 


in the mind on beholding the profanation of this holy season, on th, 
part of some who would be astonished if they were told they were no 
sound members of the Protestant Episcopal Church. I say holy sea. 
son. It has been so considered from time immemorial, for before t\,, 
birth of Christ, looking forward to him, the Jews honoured it. |; , 
“holy” by the appointment of the Church. ‘The Hebrew Chur), 
could make a day holy, and our Lord by observing such a day of tha 
Church’s appointment, lias certified their authority. If even the ciy;| 
authority can appropriate days for holy purposes, who will question t), 
authority of the Christian Church as to this point?) But it may by 
asked, what is a profanation of holy time? I reply, the making no 
distinction between that and any other time. \J should call it a profa. 
nation of the Sabbath, to engage on it, in the business and amusemen 
which are lawful on other days. I call ita profanation of Lent, 
spend it in basiness and amusement, without any reservation, just as 
we do at other times, in short, to make no distinction between thi: 
portion and.the rest of the year. But it must be deemed a flagran; 
violation of Lent to engage in worldly occupations with a more thay 
ordinary zeal, activity, and consumption of time, and still more to se- 
lect it as thseason for festivity and amusement. An Episcopalian 
under the infuence of a worldly spirit, may disregard this venerab| 
custom. It is feared that few, if any, observe it as the early Christians 
did, as faithfwly as they will wish they had, when time shall be no more. 
But that any,members of our Church should chose to be more busy o: 
more gay, to indulge more in worldly occupations and amusements ai 
this season than at any other may well move our special wonder. 
Their conduct in this respect brings peculiar reproach upon our Church. 
We are shamed by the belief that this reproach is in a geeat measur 

uliar to our part of the country. It is believed that Lent is not pro- 
faned, in the same degree, by Episcopalians of other countfies. lo 
witnessing it more than one pious memory has reverted, unavoidably, 
tothe prophecy of St. Paul. ‘“ This know also, that in the last days, 
perilous times shall come: For men shall be—lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God.” ‘The present writer regrets that he has not tim 
to treat this matter fully and satisfactorily. But his consolation is that 
it is a plain case. ‘The strongest reproof is a statement of it. And 
argument would be lost on those referred to, if they will calmly dev) 


that they are censurable. 
A CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR. 


—~>—— 
ON THE PUBLIC READING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


Messrs. E-ditors.—The practice of reading the Scriptures, which » 
required in our Churches cannot but commend itself to every enlighten: 
ed Christian. And it gives me pleasure to be able to send you the tol- 
lowing extract, from the addresgef ae Baptist Convention of th 
State, 1828, in which this practice is ably recommended : 

“A fourth benefit will be secured in that particular and consiste!! 


acquaintance with the scriptures, which will be gained by theirPeque! 
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and careful reading by the whole body, and the light that will be thrown 
on them in the exercise of the various gifts. ** All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 ‘Tim. in. 16. 
17. Ifthe scripture be designed for this important end, then should 
every Christian be intimately acquainted with its holy contents. It is 
a well known fact, that the body of Christians, as well as of mankind 
in general, are in limited circumstances, so that their time is mostly 
occupied in making temporal provision for themselves and families. 
Very little of it is, therefore, left for reading, and that little too seldom 
rightly employed. Not a few also are incapable of reading, especially 
among our domestics. Now the stated reading of the Scriptures in the 
Church will remedy this deficiency, a deficiency which the preaching 
of the gospel does not fully supply. 

“In the reading of the holy word, as the act of the Church, the minds 
of the meinbers will be led up to * the law and the testimony ” as the 
perfect standard of faith and practice. The principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, the privileges and the duties of his people, will all come un- 
der review in their proper connexion, and with their proper sanctions. 
Light will be thrown upon different passages obscure to some, but plain 
to others. Apparent inconsistencies will be reconciled by those to 
whom the Lord has imparted the needful gifts; and the duties enjoined by 
the Head of the Church will be enforced with an authority not to be resist- 
ed. ‘The law and the testimony” will become the standard of faith and 
practice in fact,and not in name only. We shall, then,no more hear from 
christians the unscriptural language “I do not feed to do this or that.” 
Although such feeling may be in direct opposition to the word of God. 
Neither shall we witness the unscriptural conduct built upon such an 
unscriptural sentiment. Feeling will not be the standard of duty, but 
the word of the Lord. The inquiry will not be “* How feelest thout” 
But ‘* What is written in the law? How readest thou?” Luke x. 20. 
Then, too, will the mere influence of a name, though aggrandized by 
rank or wealth, or chained by ignorance, yet consecrated by age, but 
unsustained by scripture, lose its baneful force in the Church; the 
opinions of her members will pass for what they are worth, whilst, un- 
trammelled by prejudice, ignorance or passion, she will shine forth in 
the reflected light of her Great Head, “ fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners. ’’—Cant. vi. LO. 


+ 


HE HEBREW LANGUAGE. 


The following historical sketch of the decline and revival of the 
study of the Hebrew, is extracted from Mr. Hurwitz’s Introductory 
Lecture at the London University. ‘The whole of the lecture seems to 
promise a course very interesting to the BYblical Student and to the 
Philologist :— 

Languages, like human beings, are said to have their different stages 
of existence; their infancy, youth, manhood, and their decrepit, yet 

GOS. MESS.— VOL. VII. 15 
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garrulous old age. In languages of comparatively modern Saeation, 
these stages may be pretty accurately marked ; but not so with res 

to the Hebrew. Here we can only discover manly vigour and declining 
age. 
In the Pentateuch we find the language already in the highest stat, 
of improvement it ever attained. In this most ancient of all books we 
have already the two great divisions of style—prose and verse—dis. 
tinctly marked and formally recognized; and what is not less remark. 

able, the prose constitutes the far larger portion of the work. And 
permit me to observe, that the intellect and intellectual cultivation of a 
people, must have already reached an advanced point, who possessed a 
language of facts, or simple historic narrative, and at the same time a 
language of the imagination, often conveying the same facts as the for- 
mer, but as contemplated in moments of high emutions and exciied 
fancy; and each of these languages subsisting apart from each other, 
and enjoying its own special character—an advantage this, which 
the Greeks had but imperfectly attained, even so late as the age ot 
Herodotus. 

The golden age of the Hebrew language began with Moses, and con- 
tinued, with little variation, to the end of the reign of Hezekiah. | 
was during this long period, that Hebrew literature arrived at its most 
flourishing state. The song of Deborah, and the prayer of Hannah, 
show, that even in times of anarchy, the Israelites neither neglected 
their language, nor—and I would particularly draw your attention to 
this, as a forcible and demonstrative proof of high cultivation, the edu- 
cation of their daughters. It was even during these disturbed times, 
that the schools of the Prophets were established. It was during this 
golden period of the language thai the Royal bards of Israel struck their 
harps, and the eloquent prophets of the Hebrews poured forth those 
energetic and manly orations, which have been and ever will be the 
admuration of ages. 

After the death of Hezekiah, when the Assyrians and the Chaldeans 
made frequent inroads into the land, the language began sensibly to 
decline. 

Jeremiah is not, indeed, deficient in poetical beauties ; but he wants 
that majesty, elegance and purity of diction which characterize Isaiah, 
Joel, Habakkuk, and other ancient prophets. In proportion as the 
state declined, so did the genius of the language ; till at last, when the 
nation was plucked up from its native soil, and transplanted into a fo- 
reign country, Judah’s sweet-toned lyre was struck dumb; Sion’s sa- 
cred minstrels hung their harps on the willows ; and when their spoilers 
asked them to sing the festive song, they emphatically | exclaimed, ** Ah, 
how can we sing the Lord’s song in astrange land ?”* vanquish- 
ed gradually exchanged their own venerable tongue for that of the 
vaoquishers; and the Hebrew rapidly approached its dying days. 
The lamp of prophecy was not entirely extinguished ; but it gave only 
a dim light: it was surf@ffnded with a thick oppressive atmosphere. 
The five last prophets still poured forth their oracles in Hebrew ; but 
it was no longer the pure classic Hebrew of their predecessors. In 
short, the language became more and more intermixed with foreign 
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words and idioms, So that, in the time of Nehemiah, the bulk of the peo- 

e had entirely forgotten the language of their ancestors; and had not 
Providence raised an Ezra, and inspired him with a holy zeal for the 
religion of his fathers, the Sacred Writings might have been irrecove- 
rably lost. 

The Israelites justly consider Ezra as the restorer of their religion 
and the preserver of their holy law. Nor must we omit Nehemiah ;— 
this truly pious patriot, who amidst the dazzling splendour of an east- 
ern court, could still drop a tear for the shattered walls of Jerusalem, 
and weep for the forlorn condition of his country—who, although cup- 
bearer to the Persian monarch, and enjoying great consideration, and 
dignified office, did not forget his distressed brethren ; but sacrificing 
ease and comfort, and honours, hastened to their relief, and re-ani- 
mated their drooping spirits. He it was, who, together with Ezra and 
other eminent men, first introduced the custom of reading the law in 
public, and of interpreting it to the people, who soon learnt to appreciate 
its value, and to practice its invigorating lessons: and the consequence 
was, that idolatry was forever banished from amongst Israel. Thus 
did these pious men labour for the benefit of their nation, and laid a 
sure and solid foundation for the revival of learning. This was all that 
circumstances permitted them to do. The people had already adopt- 
ed the Chaldee as their vernacular tongue: and the Hebrew became, 
what it has ever since been, a dead or learned language. 

A new epoch now commences in the history of the language, which 
my limited time will not permit me further to pursue. I shall there- 
fore, only briefly remark, that ever since that period, the Hebrew con- 
tinued to be cultivated amongst the Jews, with more or less success, 
in proportion as they were more or less persecuted; that it was trans- 
mitted traditionally from generation to generation, until the beginning of 
the tenth century of the present era, when Rabbi Saadias, the celebra- 
ted author of the Arabic version, wrote the first grammar of the Hebrew 
language. He was soon followed by other learned Israelites who, du- 
ring that and the following four centuries, distinguished themselves, 
not only in gramatical learning, but in every other department of know- 
ledge. ‘The names and works of Jehuda ben Karish, Menacham ben 
Serug, Jehuda Chinig, Jonah ben Yanach, Solomon ben Gebirol, Je- 
huda Hallevi, Jarchi, Aben Ezra, Maimonides, Joseph, Moses, and 
David Kimchi, Nachmanides, Aben Sid, Abarbanel, Elias Levita, and 
many others, too numerous to be named, are all well known to the 
learned. 

Indeed, this was the golden age of Rabbinical literature. The Jews 
of Spain, in particular devoted their minds to philosophy, medicine, 
mathematics, and astronomy : and it is well known that they greatly 
assisted in keeping up the lamp of science during the ages of Gothic 
darkness. They made astonishing progress in every branch of learn- 
ing, until inthe year 1492 a bigoted King, incited by a brutal and ig- 
norant Priesthood, who dreaded the light of science, plunged half a 
million of human beings into misery and despair, and almost extin- 
guished the mental light of Israel. 
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Excepting Origen in the second, and Jerome in the fourth century 
very few Christians could boast of considerable knowledge of the H._ 
brew before the sixteenth century. Reuchlin was the first that led th, 
way. He was followed by a few others; but the prejudices of thy 
times, joined with the prevailing ignorance, prevented the general 
diffusion of Hebraic learning. 

We may form some idea of the ignorance of even the clergy of those 
days, from an anecdote which Conr. Heresbach relates in his work 
(Orat. de Laudibus Literar. Gre.) He states that he heard a monk 
announce from the pulpit to his audience, ‘* They (I suppose the here- 
tics) have introduced a new language, which is called the Greek: th): 
must be shunned. It contains nothing but heresies. Here and there 
these people have a book in that language called the New Testament. 
This book is full of stones and adders. Another language is starting 
up—the Hebrew. Those that learn it are sure to become Jews.” 

However, soon after the reformation had slackened the cords of menta| 
bondage, the importance of the Hebrew began more and more to be 
felt. Since that period it has struck deep root on Christian ground. 
Cultivated by men of rare talents, it soon grew up and flourished, and | 
rejoice to say it continues to do so. Pity itis that it grows rather too 
luxuriantly, and wants now and then a little pruning. 

To mention the names of the eminent who wrote in this language in 
various parts of Eurépe would take up more time than my lunits will 
allow. To Englishmen, however, it must always be gratifying to know 
that a Selden, Pocock, Lightfoot, Walton, Castell, and Lowth, adorn 
the distinguished names in the annals of Hebrew Literature. 


—<>-—— 


EARLY NOTICES OF THE CHURCH IN SOUTH=-CAROLINA. 
(Continued from page,85.) 


1734.—The Society have received the following account from their 
Missionaries in South-Carolina. The Rev. Mr. Varnod, Missionary at 
St. George’s Parish, writes an account, that the people there are busy 
in getting the materials for their Church; the work hath gone on hitherto 
very briskly, and they hope to begin to cover the roof in a week. He 
writes, he had at Easter 31 White Communicants, and 23 Blacks ; and 
that he hath baptized 3 White Children and 7 Blacks. 

The Rev. Mr. Fullerton, late Missionary at Christ Church, in his letie! 
dated May 5, 1735, writes that he arrived there 19 January, 1734, and 
applied himself to his cure, with all the diligence the indisposition 0! 
Sody he then laboured under would admit of; that the people treated 
him very kindly, and attended divine worship much more constant) 
than they had formerly done ; that he had baptized several chiidren, 
and had at Easter 20 Communicants. Mr.Fullerton is since dead, very 
much regretted by his Parish; for presently after his death the Chureh- 
Wardens and Vestry wrote to the Society, desiring a new Missionary, 
and write thus of him: “ Mr. John Fullerton Missionary at our Parish, 
died a few days ago, very much lamented, not only by his Parish: 
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ioners, but in general by all that had the honour of his acquaintance, 
for he was a gentleman of an extraordinary life and conversation.” 

The Rev. Mr. Lewis Jones, Missionary at St. Helen’s, writes an 
account that the state of his Parish is much the same, as when he 
wrote six months ago. But he observes, that the remote parts of it 
begin to settle apace, and that the new settlers propose to build a 
Chapel of ease about 14 miles distant from St. Helen’s, wherein he 
promised to officiate as often as he can. He hath baptized 11 Child- 
ren, and 1 negro Child in his own family ; the number of Communi- 
cants the same as before. He says, one considerable planter in that 
Parish designs to have all his little negroes taught to read, and in- 
structed in the christian faith, and hopes that others by degrees will be 
induced to do the same. 

The Rev. Mr. Guy, Missionary at St. Andrews, in his letter dated 
July 21, 1735, writes that in the last half-year past, he hath baptized 
13 Children and one Adult, and that the Communicants are the same. 

1735 —The Missionaries in South-Carolina have transmitted the fol- 
lowing accounts to the Society: The Rev. Mr. Varnod, Missionary at 
St.George’s Parish, writes, June the 29th, 1736, that the building the 
new Church there hath been carried on but slowly hitherto, because it 
was hard to get in the subscriptions for that work ; however they had 
now got in most of the money, and had done the doors and ‘windows, 
and should be able to finish the flooring of the building. He says re- 
ligion is in as flourishing a condition in his Parish, as in any part of 
the Province, the fashionable principles of libertinism and infidelity 
having not yet infected any of his present Parishioners: which good 
success, next to God, he says, is owing chiefly to the Bishop of London’s 
pastoral letters. He had at Easter 25 Communicants, besides 14 blacks, 
and at Whit-Sunday 31 whites, and 21 negroes ; and he hath baptized 
within this half-year seven white Children and four biacks. 

The Rey. Mr. Millechamp, Missionary at Goose-Creek, writes, May 
30, 1736, that many cf that Parish were removed to Cape-Fear; that 
his Congregation is now very much reduced; that he sometimes ad- 
ministers the Sacrament at the Chapel at Wassamsaw, where the peo- 
ple are at too great a distance to come to Church. He says he is just 
recovered from a dangerous fit of sickness, and desires leave to return 
ag next spring, or whenever else the want of health should oblige 
im. 

The Rev. Mr. Leslie, Missionary at St. Paul’s, writes, December 3, 
1735, that he arrived at Charles-'Town the 13 of September, and two 
days after set out for his Parish, and was received by most of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen with marks of joy and affection: he doubts not but in 
a short time he shall be able to give the Society a satisfactory account 
of his labours. 

The Rev. Mr. Jones, Missionary at St. Helen’s, writes, December 
¥, 1735, that since his last he had baptized twenty Children, and one 
Adult, bred a Quaker, but the number of Communicants doth not in- 
crease according to his wish. He says, the want of schools is a great 
hindrance to the growth of religion; that his Parish consisting of Is- 
lands, obliges him to do duty in remote parts of it; that he hath been 
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above ten years in the Mission in that Parish, but as yet no Parsonage. 
House hath been built, nor any improvement of the Glebe made, which 
was occasioned by indolence in not applying to the Government in a 
proper manner, but in a little time he hopes to prevail on them to for- 
ward this work. : 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson, Missionary at St. Bartholomew’s, writes, 
May 1, 1736, that there are in that Parish 120 Families of white people, 
and 1200 negroes; that for want of a fixed Minister among them for 
some years past, there are only nine Comrounicants ; that he hath bap- 
tized upwards of 100 Children since he first came there, and 16 since 
he enter’d in the Society’s Mission; that the Parish being of a large 
extent, he officiates once a month at Chikaw, the remotest part of it, 
where a convenient building hath been lately erected for that purpose ; 
that he lately visited Upper Savannah-Town, where there is a Garri- 
son kept for the safety of the Indian traders, several of whom constantly 
reside there; that he performed Divine Service on the Lord’s-Day, 
within the Fort, and baptized ten Children, five of whom were Indians, 
on the mother’s-side. 

1736.—In the volume of the proceedings of this Society, possessed 
by the Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina, 
there is no record of the doings of the Missionaries during this year. 


——— 


POETRY. 





FROM THE EPISCOPAL REGISTER. 


ON HEARING A FRIEND SING THE HYMN “I WOULD NOT LIVE 
ALWAY.” 


I, I would live alway, with Jesus to stay— 

His smile through the storm rises bright o’er my way : 
One morn of his Glory which dawns on us here 

Is enough all life’s woes, and its sorrows to cheer. 


Yes I would live alway unfetter’d by sin, 

Disrobed of corruption, and spotless within— 

The joy of his pardon unmingled with fears, 

Swells the cup of thanksgiving, more precious than tears. 


Yes, I would live alway—for my soul there’s no tomb, 
Since Jesus has triumph'd, the grave has no gloom; 
My dust shall there rest, till he bid it arise, 

While I joyful ascend, to my home in the skies. 


I, I would live alway with thee O my God! 

Thy presence is heaven—and bliss thine abode, 
While I taste the pure streams of thy love here below 
I pant the full tide of thy glory to know! 


When thy Saints shall be gathered in union more sweet, 
From each nation and tongue, they with rapture shall meet: 
While loud hallelujahs unceasing shall roll, 

To Him who alone paid the price of the soul. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Convention of the Diocese of South-Carolina, 1830.—It appears 
from the Journal just printed, that the Church consists of the Bishop 
»9 Priests, 4 Deacons, and 43 Organized Congregations. The follow- - 
ing is the aggregage of the Parochial Reports received, for the year 
ending, December 31, 1829: Baptisms, White Adults, 15; Coloured, ie 
do. 32: total Adults, 47; White Children, 253; Coloured do. 94: F ; 
total Children, 347: 1n all, 394. Marriages of White Persons, 79 ; {et a 
of Coloured do. 34: total 113. Burials of White Persons, 171; of (ia 
Coloured do. 28: total 199. Communicants, White Persons, 1490; ; a 
Coloured do. 521: total 2011. Non-Communicants, White Persons, 

0937; Coloured do. 218 : total 3155. White Children under 14 years 

| of age, 2004. Confirmed by the Bishop, (taken from the Bishop’s 

Address) 64. Sunday Schools, White Teachers, 132; White Scho- . 

lars, 744; Coloured do. 212: total 956. White Families, 1390. The 
Rev. T. J. Young, states in his report, that in the discharge of his pa- ; 

rochial duty, during the last year, he travelled nearly 5000 miles. The | 

Rev. J.R. Walker, that it is contemplated to erect a second gallery for the 

coloured people, aud that the Parish Library already numbers 155 vo- 

lunes. Rev. T. H. Taylor, that the continual increase of coloured 

Communicants is a source of grateful joy, and that the Vestry have it in 

contemplation to enlarge the building. Rev. P. Gadsden, that it is 

expected the corner stone of the Church (in Summerville) will be laid 

i February, and the building be ready for Consecration by the Ist of 

Juuwe. Rev. A. L. Converse, that some of the ladies have recent! 

engaged in the undertaking of painting the inside of Clarendon Church, 

and Governor Miller had given $100 for painting the outside. Rev. 

r. Rutledge, that it was peculiarly gratifying to his feelings to notice 

ihe respectful observance of the Lord’s day by the United States’ 

troops at Fort Moultrie, under Major Heileman, a detachment from } 
which occupied the seats provided for them in Grace Church. Rey. : 
P. Trapier, that the Church at St. Andrew’s was nearly in ruins, 
but through the unaided exertions of the Parishioners, is now in com- 








tae 

plete repair. In the report of the “ Episcopal Society,” whose object tere 

is (0 increase the Permanent Fund for the support of a Bishop in this \ 
Diocese, it is mentioned that 132 annual and twenty life members have 4 

ven procured. ‘The former pay each $1 annually, and the latter $20. Ft, 
017 has been invested. iis bees 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas was appointed to preach at the opening of to 


ihe next Convention, und in case of his failure the Rev. Mr. Rutledge. 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity a 
" South-Carolina.—From the twentieth annual report, just published, 
*e learn that there have been added during the year only seven Life 
Members and four Annual! Members, and only 4 Churches*® have had 4 . 
collections in its favour. We are satisfied that the limited patronage bee 
te 





* St. Michael's, St. Philip's, Grace Church and Prince Williams. 
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which this most important institution now receives is to be attribyte, 
in part, if not chiefly to the erroneous opinion, that its funds are ay). 
le. This misunderstanding alone can account, we conceive, for :),, 
withdrawal of some of our Annual Members, whose long continy., 
favour was as honourable to them, as it was important to the Society 
To correct this evil, a committee was appointed at the last anny, 
meeting, whose appeal will be shortly laid before the public, ang 
which we will not anticipate any further than to quote from the repor 
the following: “ Itis painful to them still to find so little at their djs. 

sal for this interesting object. ‘Twice the sum which they are abj. 
to spend on it, might, they are persuaded, most honourably for t) 
Society, and to that which is the great design of its institution, mo« 
advantageously, be applied to the support of Ministers of the Gospel 
as its Missionaries, in the interior of the State. 

** Distribution has been made from the Society’s repository, wit} 
the year, of Bibles, Prayer Books, Tracts, &c. as follows: Bibles, 3(. 
Prayer Books, 148; 190 small bound Books; and 1830 Tracts. () 
the last, some of considerable importance were published by the Soci. 
ty for distribution. Of one of these, 100 copies were sold. A list « 
all the small bound Books and Tracts, which are on hand for distribu. 
tion, will be found annexed to this report. 

** The whole number of Books and Tracts distributed in pursuane 
of the objects of the Society, since its formation, is, of Bibles, Pray 
Books, and other Books bound, 3253, and of Tracts, 18,383.” 

It appears that the Board has had reprinted ior the use of their Mc 
sionaries, some rules setting forth their duties, accompanied with que: : 
tions, according to which their reports are to be made out. Of our huw- | 
ble publication, the Board have been pleased to say: ‘* In aid of thy ) 
funds for Missionary expenses, the Board, last year received a donati 
of the whole profits of the publication of The Gospel Messenger for \y 








year. It is painful to learn, that the disposition of the benevolent pu!- ' 
lisher, to do the same kindness to the Society, this year, has been fru ; 
trated by the inadequacy of his receipts ; and that the useful and ne ' 
cessary work of which he has generously endeavoured, that the Chur’ ; 
should have the continued benefit, has not a patronage more than equ b 
to the expense of printing 4t.” J 

Cf the Library it is said: ‘* The collection, to which, by purchase a 
and Jonations, 80 volumes have been added within the year, .. gradu: n 

Measure: 


ally, however slowly, increasing in value and usefulness. 
have been taken, by the Committee to enrich it, with a complete 
lection of the works of the Fathers, in the most approved editions. 1 a 
whole number of Books now contained in it, is 1524; which, with °~ 
volumes deposited for safety and use by Edward Purcell, Esq. 4)" 
of the Library of the late Dr. H. Purcell, his father, make a total “ - 
2068 volumes.” 

It has very recently received the accession of the following '* 
luable work, being the largest collection ever printed in one body, 
of the works of the Fathers, and ecclesiastical writers, and extendi"! 
through the first twelve centuries of the Christian Church ; Ma: , 
Bibliotheca Veterum Patrum, et Antiquorum Scriptorum Ecclesa*” 
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corum, primo quidem a Margarino De La Bigne, in Academia Pari- 
sensi Doctore Sorbonico, in lucem edita: deinde Celeberrimorum in 
Universitate Coloniensi Doctorum Studio, plurimis Authoribus, et Opu- 
wulis aucta, ac historicd methodo per singula sacula quibus Scriptores 
quique vizerunt, disposita Hac tandem Editione Lugdunensi, ad eandem 
Coloniensem exacta, novis supra centum Authoribus, et Opusculis hacte- 
aus desideratis, locupletata. 27 vols folio. Lugduni, apud Anissonios, 
1677. ‘The first edition of this work, was in 8 vol. folio, and the se- 
cond in 16. De La Bigne died about the year 1591. 


Protestant Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Socie- 
ty.—It affords us pleasure to state, that this meritorious Society has re- 
solved to give monthly to each family of our Church in Charleston, 
who may be willing to receive it, one of their Tracts. 

Camden, South-Carolina.—Endeavours are now making, as we 
learn with great satisfaction, to provide the Episcopalians, 1n this flou- 
rishing town and enlightened community, with a Church, in which 
they may worship God, after the manner endeared to them by the me- 
mory of their Fathers; and may be instructed according to the princi- 
ples which they prefer as most nearly conformed, in their view, to the 
Scriptural standard. The liberality manifested in this good work is 
worthy of all praise, and we trust it will be encouraged by the assistance 
of the members of oar Church generally throughout the state. It is 
understood that $2300 are subscribed, but a much larger sum will be 
needed to erect a suitable building. A charity in which so many, it 
may be through many ages are interested, and so deeply interested for 
their souls’ everlasting health may depend upon it, needs no eloquence 
to recommend it. 


Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—On the 7th of March, 
the Rev. Mr. Gregory, agent of this important institution, preached in 
its behalf, at St. Stephen’s Chapel, in this city. The amount of the 
collection we regret to say, was only $47. At our request, he has fa- 
voured us with the following brief sketch of his proceedings: ‘ I have 
been engaged for the Union most of the time since my ordination in 
June last. During the months of July, August, and September, I was 
engaged in visiting about twenty Parishes in the interior of New-York. 
Although many of them are new, most of them have Sunday Schools, 
and from eighteen Parishes I received upwards of $239. 

“ When I began to come South last fall, my health was poor, and my 
so was not a general one in any of the Dioceses through which 

passed. 

“In Baltimore there were four flourishing Sunday Schools, and the 
prospect of another. There I received $242. From Annapolis, where 
there is a flourishing Sunday School, I received $52. From the two 
Parishes in Richmond, where the Sunday Schools are large, and well, 
and ably conducted, I received 881. At Hilisboro’, Raleigh, Fayette- 
ville, and Wadesboro’ N. C. there are Sunday Schools, and all of them 


now auxiliary to the General Union. The efforts of the managers of 
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the Sunday School at Wadesboro’, (most of them ladies) are highly 
praiseworthy. Destitute of the services of a Pastor, they still cont). 
nue their Sunday School, which it is hoped may prove the germ of 3 


yet flourishing Church. 
“In North-Carolina (from the above four places) I received 3104, 


‘“*] contemplate visiting other Parishes in the lower country as [ re. 
turn. 

‘*In this Diocese, I have visited Cheraw, Camden, Columbia and 
Claremont, at the first of which only is there a Sunday School.— 
Friends of the General Union in those places contributed &67 37. 

‘** T should think the time not distant when Sunday Schols will be or. 
ganized with advantage to the Church, in Camden and Columbia. 
The exertions which are now being made at Camden, by the few Epis- 
eopalians there for a Church, are a good omen.’ 


Protestant Episcopal Tract Societies. —One of those at Philadelphia 
has deemed it necessary to issue the following notice: “ It is suggested, 
that the attention of a portion of the Church people of this city, should 
be directed to the facts, that there is in existence the above Society (the 
Female Tract Society) conducted by members of their own Church, 
and this is a distinct institution from the American Tract Society. 
The reasons for giving this notice are—that appearances indicate that 
not all concerned are apprised of these facts, and that some who un- 
derstand the matter perfectly, and from whom a different course might 
be expected, are at po pains to inform Episcopalians thus ignorant. 
that there is a Tract Society connected with their own denomina- 
tion.” 

North-Carolina.—Extract of a letter: “ My visit to Hillsboro’, 
to Raleigh, and to this place, have been very interesting to me, 
and taking these as specimens of the Episcopal Congregations in 
the other places in this Diocese, which I presume they are, I do 
really feel animated at the cheering prospect which is afforded. 
The Episcopal Congregations in these places are yet small, but 
are growing madesli and surely. It is the unanimity, the har- 
mony, the pious, fervent, zealous spirit, however, which makes s 
cheering a part of the picture. Surely there is nothing more delight- 
ful than to see the little bands of Christian soldiers, attached from con- 
viction and information to Christ’s Apostolic Church, moving on 4: 
brethren dwelling together in unity of spirit and in the bond of peace: 
to see them stand up together and fearlessly contend for ‘ the Church of 
God,’ as well as ‘ the word of God’—and to see united in this good 
work the high and the low, the rich and the poor: to see talents, and 
genius, and learning, bending from their proud pre-eminence, and com- 
ing down to the level of humbie, zealous, unaftected piety. "Tis false 
as it js vain and idle, to say that a decided and consistent attachment 
to Episcopal principles and forms, is inconsistent with fervent piety. 
No where have I found more decided Episcopalians, than in this Dio- 
cese ; and no where have I found Episcopalians more zealous or more 
pious. The good Bishop himself, would put to flight all the objections 
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of our adversaries with a single sentence. A most invaluable blessing 
[ trust he has been to this Diocese and to our Church, and I pray God 
that he may be spared many years for the edification of his people.”— 
Auburn Gospel Messenger. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
sopal Church.—It is gratifying to notice how this Society is rising in 
favour, and our people increasing in liberality. In 1827, the total re- 
ceipts were $1800, from May 1828 to May 1829, $4236.7, and in the 
last 10 months $5395.37. A single Congregation, St. Aun’s, Brook- 
lyn, has contributed $537.87. 

Mission to Greece.—At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, held on the 24th of February, the Rev. J. J. Robertson, was 
appointed Missionary to Greece. He has commenced making collec- 
tions for a press, &c. It was also Resolved, should the amount col- 
lected permit, to associate Mr. John H_ Hill, in the proposed Mission. 
The following letter of introduction, with which Mr. Robertson, dur- 
ing his late visit of inquiry to Greece, was furnished by one of his Greek 
friends will be read with interest. It was written in modern Greek. 

“ Dearest Theophilus,—Afier so long continued and painful a sep- 
aration, the present good opportunity has occurred, not only to write to 
you, but to furnish an additional gratification, by recommending to your 
affection the bearer of the present, my friend the Rev. Mr. Robertson, 
ofone of the Missionary Societies of America, from which our nation 
has already received so great benefits. ‘The object of his mission to 
Greece, is to observe our condition, both intellectual and moral, and to 
ascertain, from these observations, in what respects and by what mea- 
sures his Missionary Society may be able to render itself most useful te 
the advancement of our nation. And, assuredly, my friend, it becomes 
us to attribute it to the providential care of our Saviour, that, from the 
time that he gave us a national existence, he has been sending from the 
most distant borders of the earth, friends and benefactors for our na- 
tional education. Receive him, then, with the feelings of a spiritual 
brother, and further his benevolent researches, both by your own per- 
sonal conversation, and by letters of recommendation to other friends 
residing in those parts of Greece which he is about to visit. 

‘** Your brother, and friend in the Lord, 
NEOPHYTUS BAMBAS.” 


Washington College at Hartfort, Connecticut.—Over this flourish- 
ing seat of learning, ‘one of the very few in our country, which is un- 
der the government ofthe Protestant Episcopal Church,) the Right 
Rev. Bishop Brownel presides. It has seven Professorships, and the 
eighth, that of Modern Languages, it is expected will be filled in April 
next, six resident Graduates and 86 Students. ‘ There are two hand- 
some edifices of stone ; the one 150 long, and four stories high, for the 
residence of Students ; the other, 87 feet long, 55 feet wide, and three 
stories high, containing the Chapel, and all necessary public rooms. 
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“A good Library has been obtained ; and the Rev. Dr. Jarvis has very 


generously deposited his valuable collection of Books im the institution, 
for the use of the Students. The College has competent apparatus 
for illustrations in the departments of Natural Philosophy and Chemis. 
try, and a valuable Cabinet of Minerals to facilitate the study of Mine. 
ralogy. A spacious Botanical Garden is also connected with the inst)- 
tution, with a Green-House, and Hot-House, for the preservation o/ 
exotic plants. 

** Every Student applying for admission shall present to the Presj- 
dent a certificate of good moral character, signed by his Preceptor, or 
by some other responsible person.” 

“Students may enter for the regular course, or only to pursue such 
particular studies as may be suited to their circumstances.” 

** It is intended to give to the course of education as much of a prac. 
tical character as possible. The pupils will be made acquainted with 
the use of instruments, and will be exercised in the fields, in actual 
surveying, mensuration of heights and distances, levelling, &c., in 
taking astronomical observations, and in all the operations of the To- 
pographical Engineer. 

‘The Studenis are required daily to attend morning and evening 
prayer, in the College Chapel ; and on the Lord’s day, to attend pub- 
lic worship, either in the Chapel, or at such places of worsbip as their 
parents or guardians may desire.” 

‘*No Commons are established, as it is preferred that Students 
should board in private families contiguous to the College. Boarding 
may be had. in such families, at from one dollar and twenty-five cents, 
to one dollar and seventy-five cents per week.”’ 


Nova-Scotia.—On the 20th of December, 1829, the Rev. J. H. 
Clinch was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons, and the Rev. S. 
E. Arnold, to that of Priests. ‘ Each of them (says the Halifax Free 
Press) may be said to be of a priestly line. Mr. Clinch is the son of 
a late valuable missionary in Newfoundland. 

“Mr. Arnold has a father, and a brother also, in holy orders ; the first ot 
whom has, for nearly forty years, been in the service of the society for 
the propagation of the gospel. 

“We are happy to observe those, who have devoted their own best 
days to the service of the sanctuary, not unmindful of the spiritual 
wants of the next generation, as they are themselves retiring from the 
scene of their ministry. Many, we believe the larger portion, of the 
junior Clergy in this section of the Anglo-American Chureh, are the 
sons of those who have once faithfully filled, or are yet faithfully filling 
the same honourable station. . 

‘In this portion of the Church, where the pgovision of the spiritua! 
wants of the people is yet so scanty, no parent can confer a greater 
benefit upon his species, ora greater charity upon the Church, than by 
gently insinuating a bias in the mind of his offspring towards the pro- 
fession of the priesthood. The Clergy seem to have been mindlul of 
this duty ; and for this, in addition to their other numerous claims upo® 
our gratitude, they deserve our thanks. —We could wish to see the ait) 
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endeavouring to outvie them, in thus charitably dedicating the prime of 
their families to the service of the altar; we would fain hear of a greate 
er number, both of the laity and of the Clergy, who with reference to 
the lofty talents demanded by this sacred profession, would say with the 
honest enthusiastic vicar in the velvet cushion,—* If | bad a son with 
the talents of an angel, [ would carry him like Samuel to the temple, or 
like Hannibal to the altar of his country, and there consecrate hun as 
the soldier of the cross, the eternal enemy of ignorance and guilt.”’ 
— 
BIBLE QUESTIONS. 

The Class having considered the “ Apostle’s Creed,” and the Lord’s Prayer” and 
consulted some of the valuable treaties on those formalaries, their attention is now 
invited to the Ten Commandments. And first, as to the First Commandment “God 


ake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out o 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; thou shalt have no other Gods before me.” 


1. What does it require, what doesit forbid, and what are the reasons on account of 
which the obedience of man is claimed ? 

2. Consider these words as a lexi, and stale the reflections which il has suggested ta 
your mind ? 

Consult Secker’s Lecture, 18; or Bishop White’s Lecture 3, on the Catechism ; 
Stackhouse’s Complete Body of Divinity, page 380; Barrow’s Exposition of the 
Decalogue. vol. i. page 493; the Commentary of Mant and Doyley; Patrick, or 
Clarke on Exodus, xx. 1. 2. 

Answers to be returned the first week in May. 

ew 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Standard Works.—Prospectus of a Series of Standard Works, adapted to the use 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States; to be published by the 
New-York Protestant Episcopal Press, and to be edited by the Rev. William R: 
Whittingham, A M. present editor of the Family Visiter, and of the Children’s 
Magazine, of the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 

Plan of the Work*—1. Translations from the precious fragments, still in existence, 
of the writings of men who derived their knowledge of Christianity immediately 
from the Apostles, and from such other of the works of the Fathers as are of imme- 
diate interest to the Church in the present age, will be given. Prefaces, Biographi- 
cal and Historical Introductions and explanatory and illustrative Notes, wil! ac- 
company these in such manner as tu render their perusal, easy, interesting and use- 
ful, to the modern and unlearned reader, and to apply them to the support of our 
rimitive and apostolic doctrine, ministry and worship. The Epistles of Ignatius, 
Revenrd, and Clement; the Apologies, of Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, Tertullian, 
Minucius Felix, and Lactantius: many portions of the works of Irenwus, Tertul- 
lian, Cyprian, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Eusebius, Jerome, Augustin, and 
Chrysostom; and smaller writings of minor note, but not less usefulness ; will thus 
be made accessible and useful to the English reader. 

Il. Tracts and Essays by English Divines, often called forth by temporary exi- 
gencies, but containing matter of lasting interest and utility, are now concealed in 
our large libraries, unknown and inaccessible, while they should he employed, as 
they might be with the most advantageous results, in defence and advancement of 
the interests of our Church. The names of Cranmer, Tindal, Jewel, Whit ift, 
Sanderson, Hall, Taylor, Reynolds, Leslie, Hickes, Waterland, Jones of Nay- 
land, Horne, Daubeny, &c., are well known to Episcopalians. Their efforts in be- 
half of Christian trath and order, and the arms which they wielded in defence of 
Christ's Church, as founded by Himself and his Apostles, it is intended now to 
hold forth to view, collected, with reference to their subjects, in volumes, and fur- 
nished with every thing in the way of Preface, Notes, &c., found needful to faci- 
litate their use. 

III. Entire works of the master spirits who have been the ornament, and, under 


God, the support of Protestant Christianity, will be republished in a cheap and 


* The friencis of “ the Rev. Mc. Barlow's plan” will recognize the similarity of this proposal. 














eonvenient form. Thus the influence which Bull, Beveridge, Barrow, Taylor 
Hall, Hickes, Leslie, Law, Hales, Waterland, and their fellows: and in more . 
cent times, Horne, Secker, Jones, Porteus, Burgess, Jerram, Faber, Gray. th. 
Sumners, Rose, &c., have so successfully akieted, in the old world, in behalf of 
the principles of Protestantism and primitive Episcopacy, will be enlisted in the 
support of those principles in their trans-atlantic contest. Biographichal sketche, 
of the writers, notices of their peculiar circumstances and opinions, and notes il]. 
trative of obcure allusions or obsolete expressions, with full indexes, will be given 
to complete the measure of their usefulness to the American Episcopalian. 

Terms.—Four Volumes in duodecimo, will be published yearly, to appear as near. 
ly as possible once a quarter. Clergyman obtaining six subscribers, and forward. 
mee money, allowed a copy gratis. 

“ach volume will contain 300 pages, neatly printed on a good substantial paper 
and well doue up in muslin backs, with labels. 

Subscriptions will be received for no less term than a year, at Four Dollars per 
@nnuin, it paid within the year, and fwenty-five per cent, less, if paid at the time of 
subscription. We sincerely bope that this very important undertaking will be exten. 
sively patronized. Further particulars may be learned from the Editor of the Gos. 
pel Messenger, with whom a subscription paper is left. 

—a 
OBITUARY NOTICES. 

Died at Raleigh, at the house of his particular friend, Gavin Hogg, Fsq. on the 
Sth of March, the Right Rev. Jony 8. Ravenserort, D. D. Bishop of the Protesian 
Episcopal Church, for the Diocese of North-Carolina, and also for the Dioceses of 
Kentucky and Tennessee. 

The Editors of the Gospel Messenger have been anxiously expecting to find in 
some of the Periodicals, an obituary notice, of this excellent and distinguished man, 
which might be transferred to its pages. In no Diocese, excepting in those in 
which he was more loved, only because he was more known, is his death more 
deeply lamented than in the Diocese of South-Carolina. Often was the wish ex. 
pressed that he would visit us, but his reply invariably was, that his duties claimed 
all his time, and with unaffected modesty, that his ministrations were not needed 
in South-Carolina. On the Sunday after the intelligence of his death was received 
in Charleston, one of the Clergy at the conclusion of his discourse, which happened 
to be ~‘ On the Nature and Importance of the Episcopal Office,” adverted to the 
melancholy subject, in the remarks which with some others are here inserted. 

But the advantages which religion in general, and our Church in particular, reap 
~drom the faithful and diligent discharge of the duties of the Episcopal Office, are per- 
hays best illustrated by the lives of those Bishops with whom it has pleased God to 
bless this branch of his Church. It is not necessary to speak of those who are yet 
among the inhabitants of earth. But it is no more than a just tribute to departed 
merit to say of those, who have finished their course, that they were an honour 
and a blessing to the country, and their best monument is our Church as it is ; raised 
almost from extinction, under the divine blessing, by their efforts, and those of s 
Clergy and Laity, whom they guided and animated, a Church growing, as we trust, 
in favour with God and Man. Among those excellent of the earth, the Bishop oi 
North-Carolina, of whose death we have justheard, had no superior, whether we 
advert to the powers of his mind, the holiness of his life, or his disinterested, un- 
wearied, and invaluable services. Called to the sacred Ministry at a more advanc- 
ed age than usual, he seemed to be sensible that to take a full share of its burdens, 
he ought to be “in labours more abundant.” He gave himself bt pic Aw the work 
of the Lord, at first in his native state, Virginia, as a Priest, and subsequently in 
North-Carolina as its first Bishop. That Diocese had not been long organized,” 
when he was appointed to preside over it, and if one individual more than another, 
contributed to its growth, its strength, its sound character, itshigh reputation, and 
the exemplary lives of its members perfectly united among themselves, having no 
other rivalry but who shall do the most for the house of God, and the offices there- 
of, that individual was the Bishop. First in station, he was also first in zeal, 0 
patience, in exertion, in self-denial, and in every good work. Very soon after his 
accession to the Episcopate, it became necessary for him to take a part in what's 
ealled the Bible Society Controversy. No man could value the Bible more, and 
his whole ministerial life testified his unsurpassed anxiety, that its saving healt! 


* The first Convention was held in 1817, and in 1223 he was elected Bishop 
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should be imparted to all nations. But he differed from mauy of his brethren as 
to the best mode of circulating the Bible, he being of opinion thatthe Church and 
the word of God should not be separated, and that tie efficacy of the latter de- 

aded much upon its being accompanied with preaching by the divinely autho- 
rized Minister, and with the administration of the Sacraments. ‘To say that he 
yindicated his views with great ability, and that he succeeded in convicting his 
opposers of at least some errors, is a measure of praise which few will deny him. 
In managing this controversy, it was his great merit, that he arrested the progress 
of some Opinions which were uperating injuriously to the cause of truth, and which 
too many good men had incantiously overlooked. 

On the subject of Foreign Missions, he also differed from some of his best friends, 
conceiving that the claims at home were too urgent to be postponed, and that the 
means of our Church were not adequate to cultivate this latter field, as could be 
desired, much less to enter at present on the vast field which distant regions pre- 
sented. ‘ Speak not,” he said, (we give the idea not the exact words) “of the 
dreadful condition of the heathen, the nominal Christian is ina much worse situation. 
On the day of judgment, it shall be far more tolerable for him who knew not God, 
than for him who would not obey the Gospel ot our Lord Jesus Christ. Here is 
the first claim on your pity, your bounty, your efforts, your prayers. Say not the 
machine of Christianity (a figure used by one he was conversing with) is herealready 
setup. What of that, it is creaking for want of grease.” 

The negligence of parents, as to the selection of proper Sponsors for their Chil- 
dren, and the carelessness of too many in entering upon and fulfilling the responsi- 
ble office of a Sponsor, were to this good Bishop the occasion of much solicitude, 
andhe was not wanting in endeavours to relieve our Communion from this reproach. 

The arduous duties of a Diucese so extensive, that for a great part of the year, 
he lived from house to house, did not deter him from accepting the charge also of 
the remote Dioceses of Kentucky and Tennessee, in which his labours, though they 
had but just commenced, promised a rich harvest to the cause of Christ, and of man’s 
best welfare In our General Convention. he was distinguished, and indeed it 
may be said, in his intercourse with men generally, by an inflexible adherence to 
the course of conduct which he deemed to be right, and a fearlessness in avowing 
his convictions. He thought for himself, on all occasions, but he did not decline, 
indeed he sought the advice of those in whose or he placed confidence, 
But, by whatever process, he arrived at his decision, he was not to be moved from 
it. He had a singie eye to the approbation of his God. On sin, he never failed te 
frown, whoever was the offender, and seldom was that frown unaccompanied by a 
tone of voice, and of language which reminded you that the divinely commissioned 
ambessador has to proclaim not only “ the acceptable year of the Lord,” but “ the 
day of vengeance of our God.” In the Desk and the Pulpit, this eminent Man 
seemed to me I had almost said unequalled, certainly unsurpassed. Much was 
owing to the powers of his voice, but still more to a sensibility raised to its highest 
pitch, by a consciousness of his responsibility, and by an ardent love to God, and a 
deep interest in the salvation of his fellow men. His Sermons are admirable for 
their energy of thought and expression, but their delivery, with so much feeling 
and emphasis, was the crown of theirexcellence. It was almost impossible for the 
mind to wander, the heart to be cold, and the physical nature to droop while he 
was preaching. 

the circumstances of his death we have only heard, that he was “ so energetic 
and cheerful in all his conversation, that except from his personal appearance, you 
could hardly believe yourself in the chamber of a dying man—* that he spoke of 
his epqeediing end with all the confidence of a firm and sustained believer,” in- 
deed, “‘ as an event which was tu crown his happiness.”” Butl am encroaching on 
the province of his Biographer. Sympathy with the whole Church, sustaining no 
common affliction, would not permit me to say less, and I know not how I could 
set forth the importance of the services of a good Bishop, better than by advertin 
tv the writings, and labours, and life of Bishop Ravenscroft, whose recent death 
almost unavoidably in this connection brought himto our recollection. Thus, at 
the of 58, when a large measure of usetulness, it might reasonably have been 
hoped, was yet to be fulfilled by him, has he passed from the Church Militant— 
a transition most happy, us we firmly believe, for himself ; but for his friends, his 
Diocese, and the Church in general, an event which calls for humiliation before 
God, and for earnest prayer, that it may be overrnled for good.—Amen. 
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In our last pumber we merely announced the death of the Rev. Dr. Wirx,,. 
We now add the following for which we are indebted to the Auburn Gospei My, 
senger: 

in the death of this truly venerable and exemplary servant of God, the Chure) 
whereof he was a minister has lost a most zealous and able advocate: for he w». 
net only a sound, well read divine, but a scholar of highly respectable classical an4 
literary attainments. The purity and integrity of his life, the frankness and th, 
urbanity of his manners, together with his fervent piety, and his numerous unoste. 
tatious charities, (though his pecuniary ability was limited,) have beautifully il\ys 
trated in him the influence and the efficacy deer religion. ‘Towards the close o 
a * well spent life,’ protracted far beyond the term ordinarly allotted to morta\. 
his mind was unclouded, and perfectly serene; and so great was his anxiety to 
soothe the anguish and to dry up the tears of his sorrowing family, that during the 
intervals of pain and debility, his voice was ever heard in counselling them “ no, 
to grieve, butto regard him as gradually putting off his tabernacle of dust, to be 
clothed with the garments of a blissful immortality.” His career was eminent!) 
useful, and his death triumphant—and his friends and parishioners will long hay> 
reason to deplore the chasm made in their social circle; for none but themselve: 
can adequately appreciate his worth, his talents. and numerous virtues.” P 


Died at Lancaster, Penn. January 25, 1830, the Rev. Josep Ciarxson, in the 
fSth year of his age. 
i= 
BPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Sout) 
Carolina.—On Sunday, March 14, 1830, in St. Michael's Church, Charleston, the 
Rev. Alexander W. Marshall, Deacon, was admitted tothe Holy Order of Priests 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Meade, Assistant Bishop of Virginia.—On Sunday, De 
cember 6, 1-29, in the Church at Staunton, Virg. Mr. John Alexander Adaws, wa: 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and the Rev. Ebenezar Boysden, Dea. 
con, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. And on Tuesday, December 2), 
1829, in the Church in Antrim Parish, Halifax County, the Rev. Charles Dresser 
Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Protestant Episcopa! 
Church in Pennsylvania.—On Sunday, January 24, 1830, in St. Luke’s Church, 
Germantown, Mr. George Geddings, was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut —On Tuesday January 5, 1830, in St. Paul’s Church, Woodville, Mis- 
sissippi, the Rev. John C. Porter, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order o! 
Priests. 

CONSECRATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 1 
Connecticut, on an Episcopal tour through the Western States. On last Christma 
day, Trinity Church, Natchea, and on Sunday December 27, 1829, Christ Church, 
Jefferson County, Miss.; and on Tuesday January 5, 1830, St. Paul’s Church 
Woodville, were severally Consecrated to the Christian Worship of Almighty God 

—<— 
CALENDAR FOR APRIL. 
1. Monthly Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Protestant Episcopal So 
ciety, composed of Young Men and Others, 
2. Monthly Meeting of the Protestant Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer Boo 
and Tract Society. 
4. Palm Sunday. 
5. Monthly Meeting of the 'Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
5 /o 10, inelusive, is Passion Week, 
%. Good Friday. 
il. Easter Sunday. 
12. Easter Monday. 
13. Easter Tuesday. 
1s. First Sunday after Easter. 
25. Second Sunday afler Easier, end St. Mark's Day. 
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